
''It isn't whether you win or lose

S u p p o se  . . .  ju s t  su p p o se , th e M ich ig a n  
S ch o o l A th le tic  A sso c ia tio n  decid ed  to  d isregard  

all w in  an d  lo ss  record s. T e a m s  w ou ld  b e  ju d g ed  
o n  h o w  hard  th ey  w o rk  and th e a ttitu d es th ey  

m a in ta in  th ro u g h o u t th e seaso n . P u t in  a 
s itu a tio n  su ch  as th is , A sh le y  H ig h  B o y s ' 

b a sk e tb a ll team  w ould su re ly  be o n  th e b r in k  o f 
a  s ta te  c h a m p io n sh ip . T h e  year w as n ot 

o u ts ta n d in g  i f  y o u  lo o k ed  at o u r record , b u t 
a lth o u g h  th is  team  m ay  n o t have g o n e  as fa r as 

a n o th e r , th ey  w e n t fa r th e r  to g eth er . 
S p ir it  an d  su p p o rt b y  th e  fa n s  w as u n d y in g , 

b u t eq u a lly  as s tro n g  w as th e sp ir it  o f  the 
p lay e rs . O n lo o k e r s  m ay  h ave fo u n d  th e  year 

d isco u ra g in g , b u t th e  b o y s d u g deep in s id e  
th em se lv es  an d  m ade th e ir  seaso n  a lea rn in g  

ex p erien ce . T h e y  created  fo r th em se lv es  a "w o rk  
e th ic "  an d  so o n  fo u n d  th a t if  th ey  gav e th e ir  all 

100%  o f th e  tim e, th e y  w ou ld  a lw ay s be w in n e rs , 
n o  m a tter w h at th e  fin a l sco re . C o ach  G ary  

S ch e sta g  stated  d u rin g  th e  seaso n  th at th is  team  
w as th e  h ard e st w o rk in g  g ro u p  o f g u y s h e had 

ev er co ach ed . C o m in g  fro m  a m a n  w ith  as m an y  
y e a rs  o f co a ch in g  u n d er h is  b e lt as C o ach  

S ch e s ta g  h as, th is  s ta tem en t a lo n e  p u ts  th e  198 7  
B ears in  a leagu e a ll b y  th em se lv es . 

T h e  B ears n ever q u it, reg ard less o f  th e odd s, 
as a n y o n e  w h o w atched  th em  p lay  th e ir  d is tr ic t 

gam e a g a in st Fow ler w ou ld  te s tify . O u t nam ed  
and o u tsized , th e b o y s gav e a te rr if ic  sh o w  o f 

en co u rag e  an d  gav e th e  Fow ler E ag les e v e ry th in g  
th at th e y  cou ld  h an d le . N o th in g  an y o n e  cou ld  
h a n d  th em  w ou ld  th e y  tak e  as d isco u ra g m en t. 

O fte n  th e  m o st ch a lle n g in g  s itu a tio n  fire d  th em  
up m ore. For th is  re a so n , m a n y  o f th e  g u y s w ill 

lo o k  b a ck  o n  th is  seaso n  a fte r  th e y  have 
grad u ated , an d  re m ain  e te rn a l o p tim is ts  in  

e v e ry th in g  th ey  do. 
A lth o u g h  a 2 and 19  sea so n  m ay n o t seem  too  
o u ts ta n d in g , to  th e A sh le y  B ears, the stu d en ts 
and th e ir  fa n s , in  1987 , " I t  w a sn 't w h eth er we

w on  or lo st . . .

C o ach  S ch e s ta g  k e ep s a c lo s e  ey e o n  a ll asp e cts  
o f  th e gam e. H e p ra ised  th e  B ears for th e ir  hard 

w o rk  and fin e  a ttitu d es. ▲

R a n d y  O rd w ay , S tev e  H ard m an , E ric  C o o k , Pat 
C o rd ra y , T o d d  A n d e rso n , J im  S k a ry d , M ik e  

T u rn e r , C h u c k  H o w es, S tev e  M ills ,  M ik e  M o rr is , 
R ic k  S a y lo r , A aro n  B u rk  A

Fresh m an  C h a rlie  H ow es m oved up 
to  th e  v a rsity  m idw ay th ro u g h  the 
seaso n . N o t o n ly  did  h e p rov id e 
s tro n g  in s id e  su p p o rt, a s  sh o w n  h ere, 
bu t he w as a lso  a b ig  o ffe n s iv e  
th re a t. ▲
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